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Risk Assessment 
 
Risk assessment scales 
Rating Likelihood 

The potential for the problems to occur 
5 Almost certain: Will probably occur 
4 Likely: High probability, likely to arise 
3 Possible: Reasonable likelihood that it may arise 
2 Unlikely: Plausible, could occur, but not likely 
1 Rare: Very unlikely but not impossible 

 
Rating Potential Severity 

5 Catastrophic: Death or permanent disability 
4 Major: Severe impact and significant injury requiring 

extensive medical treatment 
3 Moderate: requires medical attention and has some 

impact 
2 Minor: Requires first aid 
1 Negligible: Annoying but does not affect participation 
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Key 
Extreme Extreme risk that is likely to arise and have potentially serious 

consequences requiring urgent attention. 
Major Major risk that is likely to arise and have potentially serious 

consequences requiring urgent attention or investigation. 



Medium Medium risks that are likely to arise or have serious consequences 
requiring attention. 

Minor Minor risks and low consequences that may be managed by routine 
procedures. 

N/A To note a risk that does not apply to our organisation. 
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Risk 
Level 
Chart 

Extreme = Needs immediate control 
Major = Likely to lead to severe impact 
Medium = Unlikely to cause harm but may need control 
Minor = Very unlikely to cause harm 

 


